Understanding Medicare Fiscal Intermediaries LCD’s and how they affect you

Each Fiscal Intermediary (FI) has the authority to produce their own “Local Coverage Determination” (LCD), based
on national guidelines. The LCD basically defines under which circumstances a particular procedure is covered
under the patient's Medicare benefits. As new procedures are developed, the Fl will then set out to create an LCD.
The FI will also review existing LCDs to see if changes are necessary based on treatment advances, statistical data,
industry standards, etc.

How do LCDs affect you? If a procedure is planned, but, the criteria of the LCD are not met, you will get a very swift
denial that turns into months of waiting for responses to appeals. If you are familiar with the parameters of the
LCD, you may be able to avoid the denial or at least have the exact medical documentation needed that addresses
the specific potential cause for denial. Most LCDs do contain the “Medically Necessary” clause. If your
documentation can prove that the case is an “exception” to the rule and the procedure is medically necessary, you
will likely be successful in your appeal.

The websites for all Fls include a search for LCDs. You can quickly and easily enter a CPT or HCPC code to get the
most recent version of the LCD. Many times you can also enroll for automated email updates regarding new or
changing LCDs. This also allows you to become involved in the creation/modification of the LCD, as the Fl offers
comment periods before making them active.

Use the appropriate link below to access your Medicare Fiscal Intermediary LCD website:

Cahaba Government Benefit http://www.cahabagba.com/part-b/medical-policy/local-coverage-
Administrators determinations-lcds-and-articles/

First Coast Service Options http://medicare.fcso.com/Landing/139800.asp

National Government Services http://www.ngsmedicare.com/wps/portal/ngsmedicare/mpc?CONTRACTT

YPE=Jurisdiction%2013%20Providers&LOB=Part%20B&utm_source=home
page&utm_medium=partb&utm_campaign=medicalpolicy

NHIC http://www.medicarenhic.com/ne_prov/policies.shtml

Noridian Administrative Services https://www.noridianmedicare.com/partb/coverage/active.html

Novitas Solutions https://www.novitas-solutions.com/policy/index.html




Palmetto GBA (J1)

http://www.palmettogba.com/palmetto/providers.nsf/docsCat/Providers™
Jurisdiction%201%20Part%20B~Medical%20Policies~LCDs%20and%20NCD
s?open&expand=1&navmenu=Medical*Policies| |

Palmetto GBA (J11)

http://www.palmettogba.com/palmetto/providers.nsf/docsCat/Providers™
Jurisdiction%2011%20Part%20B~Medical%20Policies~LCDs%20and%20NC
Ds?open&expand=1&navmenu=Medical*Policies| |

Trailblazer Health

http://www.trailblazerhealth.com/Tools/LCDs.aspx?DomainID=1

Wisconsin Physician Services (J5)

http://www.wpsmedicare.com/j5macpartb/policy/active/index.shtml

Wisconsin Physician Services (J8)

http://www.wpsmedicare.com/j8macpartb/policy/active/index.shtml

Wisconsin Physician Services
(Legacy)

http://www.wpsmedicare.com/part_b/policy/active/index.shtml




